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H-DESERT STAR

Art gun disappears
from college campus

By Mark Whaalor
Hi-Dasen Siar

JOSHUA TREE — Un-
der cover aof dorknoss,
thisves recently removed
an anti-pircrafl gun from
its emplocement on  the
Copper Mountain Calloge
campus; oxoopt, the gun
waa actunlly nn outdoor nri
picce and the only erafl the
H.'ulrlum was really in-
tended to shoot ot was
whatever craft of thinking
might be guing on within
the mind of the chserver,

Inntalled March & by
Sacramento artist Goeodf
Tuttle for the March 8
opening of the school's *Evi-
dence 117 Earth Works invi-
tational art show, the 260-
pound welded meta] plece
wis stolen sometime over
the night of March 12,

Bhew curntor Spelman
Evnns Dewper, an art in-
structor at the schoal, first
learned of the sculpiure’s
disappearance on the morn-
s of March 13, when o eod-
lengue nsked, “What hap-
pomed Lo the gun™

Dawner {an't sare why
anyone would steal the art
piece, He speculates it
might have been o prank ar
just o basic act of wayward
theft. He nlso considers it
might have besn stolen in

el

Keealling thot sinee its
installntion the oollege hos
received severnl letbers erit-
icizing the picce, he gquali-
fied the protest theory with
some donbt, poling that
about hall the letters ne-
ensed the college of mouant-
ing & pro-war axhibit while
ihe other hall considered
the plice o be antl-mili-
tary,

According  to Tuttle's
own stntement mhout the
exlptire, he intended |1 Lo
E:owbv eritical thought,

serihing itin the surmma-

r1 s

ry n& an itemn “built to
like & prop from TV
film.” the artist made it
clenr he hoped the pisce
would remind observers
that they are responsible
fur apeaking thelr minds for
ur mgninst important social
and politeeal trends, drifts
and movements

Althuugh the sculprure
is walued ag 55,000, ko nny
art, its male for that amount
would renlistieally be de-
pendent an finding a suit-
uble collector, Oihorwise,
the ftem shouldnt eom-
mand musch af a price, -
tbur for i materiaks, or for
its mere curbosity value. As
a purely economic enler
prise, the thel dessnt real-

b

This sculpture by Geolf Tutile of a military weapon m:;::
recently from the Copper Mounlain College campus. Part of
the Evidence 11 Earth Works an exhibil, the plece weighed
250 pounds and was stolan over the night of March 12

Iy pencil out, which leaves
Downer in question about
mokive.

2o for, the police investi-
gation hpsnt produced any

Earth Works

leads, The dopartment was-
w't enlled in until about 10
dnyz after diseovery al the
disnppearance becauss, by
Downor's mecoint, the eol-
lege wanted to conduct s
awn internal investigation
and write n roporl, Downaer
did take nm:l:- vl dietailed
phatos of the =ite on the
muorning of discovery. Shoe
sales anid wheel tracks from
n two-wheeled apparatus
are chearly ghown.

Artists  who  display
ltemis outdesrs ot the col-
lege agree not to hold it re-
sponsible for theft. The
schiood will nod, therelore, be
required o pay for the lost
art pieoe.

Downer is still very cons
cerned, monetheless, sinc
he and the college do have a
long-term  investment in
promoting artistie displays
on bhe canipus,

The Evidence 11 exhibit,
for example, is the third in-
stallment of the Earih
Works [nvitational pro-
gram started in 2002 by
Downer and sopported by
him and the eollege since
then as a popular venue for
high-profile artists working
in the enrthworks genrne.

All three shows have
brought the college wel-
come media exposure, given
it something of & roputation
rd & center for progressive
arl, and helpod ddentify the
HiDegert ns o destination
For mri-relnfed tourizm,

“This thelt could be a
probilem for future ouldoeor
imatallations.” Downer spec-

ulnted, sugpesiing  some
artisis may be relactant to
leave their wark with tho
codlegn if it hns & history of
thoft. OF course, ane such in-
extlont does not constitule a
trend, bat Downer 18 eaper
far the nvestigation to
prove Frubiful

Ha would Hie Tuttle to
have his sculpture bock,
and very much Like to prove
that thelk from the eoll
will b sventually -w«rr:E
en nd proseciled

Anyone with informuation
abaut the stolen art can enll

360-3701, Exi. D228, or &-
munil Diowpor at
sdownerifemend edu



